
A Note from Pastor 

Thank you to all who volunteered for the 4th Annual Oktoberfest. 387 people attended 

this year, which was about the same as last year. Preliminary estimates tell us that 

Grace Lutheran Church made around $4500! The event involves a lot of hard work and 

is not a cheap party to throw! But it gives us better exposure to the community, it 

increases our fellowship as a congregation and raises some funds for our ministry. I 

appreciate everyone who attended, supported, and gave their precious time and energy 

in making this event a success. I love Grace Lutheran Church and this annual tradition. 

Mark your calendars for our 5th Annual Oktoberfest on September 26, 2026! 

But now our focus turns to the autumn months! What a wonderful time of the year to 

be a part of Grace and to be Lutheran for that matter. This month we recognize the 

impacts that the German reformation had on our faith, our families and our education. 

Martin Luther believed in Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone) as our only source of God. 

He also believed strongly in education by placing the bible in the hands of the common 

folk where we can all study the bible ourselves. He also provided for our children the 

Small Catechism which teaches children about Jesus starting from the home first.  

Through the last century, congregations have provided Sunday School programs for 

our children as an extension of biblical knowledge. Grace is providing Sunday School 

materials, teachers and helpers because we care about your children and grandchildren 

knowing about Jesus. Please consider attending Sunday School on Sunday mornings at 

9:15. Once we are moved into the Espejo House, hopefully by the end of the year, we 

will also have a dedicated space for parents and adults. In the meantime, let’s build our 

Sunday School with children so that they better know their Creator and Redeemer in a 

weary world that is unfortunately again losing knowledge and relationship with God. 

  

Happy Reformation Month! 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Miller 
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PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS: WE NEED YOUR CHILDREN TO CONTINUE TO 

GROW OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

 
 
 



Weekly Calendar 

 
 
 

 

Oct. 2 – Jennifer Salley 

Oct.. 3 – Amelia Johnson 

Oct. 3 – Connor O’Connor 

                            Oct. 4 – Caleb Butler 

                            Oct. 6 – Lyn Gordon 

Oct. 6 – Benjamin Grigsby 

Oct. 6 – Daphne Marcum 

Oct. 7 – Hawii MeKonnen 

Oct. 7 – Karen Neiden 

Oct. 9 – William Shreve, Jr. 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Altar Flowers are still available for the following Sundays: 
October 19, 26, November 2, December 14, 28 

 
**** Please return any green sleeve and glass vases that you might have taken home 

with your altar flowers! Thank you! **** 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, October 5 Sunday School  9:15 am 
17th Sunday after Pentecost Worship- Divine Service  10:30 am 
Monday Bible Study @ Our Savior - None  
 Monday Night Small Group - None  
Tuesday Boundaries Book Study – Jan’s house 10:00 am 
 Finance Committee Meeting 6:00 pm 
Wednesday Pastor’s Bible Study -  None  
 Handbell Choir- NONE  
 Adult Choir- NONE  
Sunday, October 12 Children’s Sunday School 9:15 am 
18th Sunday after Pentecost Worship- Divine Service  10:30 am 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
- Espejo House Update: progress is being made with repairs, restorations 

and improvements. Our contractor is working swiftly to make the house the 
best it can be to serve the needs of Grace Lutheran Church.  

 
▪ Electrical has been updated/repaired. 
▪ The floor is being leveled. 
▪ The exterior ground and underneath the home have been given 

attention for better drainage and moisture. 
▪ The roof will be replaced this weekend. 
▪ Lots of changes in the next month to make the home ADA. 
▪ Design and Décor Team is working with Pastor and Debbie to 

compliment Grace well. 
▪ No major surprises yet and we are within budget so far, so we are 

grateful.  
 

Thank you for your support and patience. Please keep the project in your prayers. 
Like with all aspects of the church, assumptions or sharing misinformation 
without a direct resource only hurts Grace. So please always bring your questions 
or insight to Jan Tanner, Debbie Milling, Tom Hankins or Pastor Miller.  

 
 

- HELP NEEDED! From our Head Trustee: Our handrails and rod iron 
inside and outside of the church are in desperate need of a good paint job. 
Need volunteers for this short-term project. If you have not volunteered for a 
project before, or if it has been a while since you have been on a project, come 
join as this is a great way to meet and get to know other members.  
 Workdays would be:  

• Oct. 11th 8:00 to 12:00  

• Oct. 25th 8:00 to 12:00  

• Nov. 8th  8:00 to 12:00  
 

If you can assist in this project, contact Bob West @ rsw1959@yahoo.com with 
subject line “Grace Lutheran” or just show up on the dates listed.  
 
 

- Stewardship letters and pledge cards have been sent for planning our 2026 
ministry budget. If you have not received one, they are available in the back of 
the church. If you can, please respond by October 26. Thank you!  

 
=================================================== 

mailto:rsw1959@yahoo.com


 

 
 

 



Newsletter “From the Bookkeeping Dungeon”: 
 
A few people have asked about the finances for purchasing the Espejo House and below is a 

review of the financials presented at the special meeting on August 6, 2025. 

In developing the financial documents to evaluate the purchase of the house, a collection of 

the expenses of the current owners for utilities and insurance were used and some operational 

expense proposals were obtained, and it was estimated that the increase to the current 

operational expenses for Grace would increase budget expenses $958.83 monthly or $11,506 

annually. 

Then the net gain/loss of the congregation was examined for the first 7 months of the year and 

was determined to be a gain of $8,693.70 for the first 7 months.  With this information, funds 

were looked at to see how much would need to be financed to purchase the house. 

Some of the money in the general fund would be used and money would need to be 

“borrowed” from the New Building Construction Fund (NBC).  Two “source of funds” plans were 

developed, a Plan A and Plan B.  The main difference was the use of the McGowin funds for 

the purchase of the house which meant that less money had to be borrowed from the NBC 

Funds.  Plan A was what was included in the motion to purchase the property. 

The funds that would be borrowed from the NBC funds would be paid back to the NBC fund 

with an interest rate of 4.2%.  The percentage was pulled from the interest rate that the money 

had been earning and the pay back would be over 20 years.  At the time of the special meeting 

the information presented indicted that there would be a need for approximately 1% to 3% 

increase in giving to cover operating expenses and to reimburse the NBC Fund. 

 

However, because of a couple of generous donations for the purchase of the house, the 

amount of funds borrowed from the NBC Fund was $109,651.  The current monthly payment 

to the NBC Fund will be $676.08 which includes principal and interest. 



 

Three new designated funds have been established for the Espejo House, to address 
member giving intentions, that need to be clarified so that everyone understands their 
purpose and that they contributions go for their intended purpose.  They are:  

Espejo House – Principal  
Espejo House – Other  
Espejo House – Remodel  

 
The “Espejo House - Principal” is used to pay on the principal on the loan of money that came 
from the New Building Fund.  
 
The “Espejo house – Other” is used for all property improvements, remodeling, repairs needed 
for the house to correct items identified by inspections, and needed to use the building as an 
office.  It is like a capital fund for the building startup to do the items necessary for building 
maintenance, required modifications, repair, remodel, and improvements for using the 
building as an office.  
 
The “Espejo House – Remodel” is used strictly for remodeling (i.e. interior painting, build a new 
back deck, interior renovations, enhanced backyard lighting, etc.) and to purchase new 
furniture for the house.  

If you have any questions, please ask myself, Tom Hankins, or any council member.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADULT and TEEN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES  
 

“What in the World?” Bible Study Series by Pastor Miller 
A series on the most inquired and interesting (sometimes weird) theological topics. 

Each week the same class is offered on Monday and Wednesday,  
so you have two opportunities to attend. Each topic stands on its own! 

 
Monday Night Small Group starting September 8 @ 6:00 p.m. 

OR 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study starting September 10th @ 11:00 a.m. 

 
September 8 and 10: Are there really Ghosts? Angels and Demons 
September 15 and 17: Tell me about Heaven! (And is there a hell?)    
September 22 and 24: What did Jesus look like? 
September 29 and October 1: None. 
October 6 and 8: None. Pastor at Church Worker Conference. 
October 13 and 15: What about the Dinosaurs? A study on Animal Theology. 
October 20 and 22: Witches, Aliens and UFOs 
October 27 and 29: Can I celebrate Halloween? (And Other Holiday Observances) 
November 3 and 5: None. Pastor on Vacation. 
November 10 and 12: Is the United States a “Christian” Nation? 
November 17 and 19: The End of the World!!! When? 
 
 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 

Bible Study Book Club Group! 
Tuesdays, at 10:00 a.m. 

 

We began a new book called “Boundaries” by Dr. Henry Cloud and 
De. John Townsend.  In this New York 

Times bestseller, Boundaries, Drs. Henry Cloud and John Townsend 
help you learn when to say yes and know how to say no in order to 

take control of your life and set healthy, biblical boundaries with your 
spouse, children, friends, parents, co-workers, and even yourself.  

This book is available on Amazon. 
 

We meet at Jan Tanner’s house, 265 Park Ave, Mobile, AL 36607 
Call Jan @ 251-232-9011 for more information! 

 
 



 



 



 
 

Try to book by February 24 for best location and guaranteed prices! 
 Call Galyna Henry. Deposits could be as low as $50 pp.  

More info on next page. 



 
 

Prices are per person, based on double occupancy. Stateroom categories and prices are subject to availability and 

are on a first come, first serve basis. Other categories may be available by request. Pricing and stateroom 

availability for 3rd and 4th guests are available upon request. Prices are subject to change due to fuel charges and 

other vendor charges. A valid passport is required with at least 6 months validity beyond return date. 

Deposit of $250.00 per person is due with the completed registration form by February 24, 2025. Final 

payment is due September 29, 2026. 

STATEROOMS: 
Prices are per person  

based on double  
occupancy. 

Cat. 4D - Interior 

$734.00 

Cat. 4E - Interior 

$744.00 

Cat. 8D - Balcony 

$944.00 

Cat. 8E - Balcony 

$954.00 

Cat. 8K -  
Extended Balcony 

$974.00 

ITINERARY:    
         Monday, January 11:     

Tuesday, January 12:               

Wednesday, January 13: 
Thursday, January 14:   
Friday, January 15:    

Saturday, January 16: 
Sunday, January 17: 

       
                     3:30 PM 

     

     8:00 AM 

Depart Mobile, AL      

Fun Day at Sea  
Celebration Key, The Bahama   

Nassau, The Bahamas      

Fun Day at Sea  
Fun Day at Sea  
Arrive Mobile, AL  

     
  

Carnival Spirit 

INCLUSIONS: 

✦   6-day cruise aboard  Carnival Spirit 
✦   Meals and entertainment on board the ship 
✦   Port charges, government taxes, and fees 

NOT INCLUDED: 

✦   Gratuities to shipboard staff  
✦   Optional shore excursions 

✦   Travel Protection 

Galyna Henry 

(251) 414-4634      ●     ghenry@travelleaders.com 



 

 

 
 

 



 

Grace Lutheran Church 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 am 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 am 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY After Service 

 

 

               Rev. Wayne J. Miller, Pastor 

251-622-7445 

pastor@gracelutheranmobile.com 

 

Debbie Milling, Volunteer Office Manager 

251-433-2749 

debbie.milling@gracelutheranmobile.com 

 

 

Connie Rowe, Organist 

251-270-9000 

connierowe90@gmail.com 

 

Chris Rowe, Choir Director 

251-278-8596 

cmrbobcat@gmail.com

 

 

Weekly newsletter items must be submitted by Wednesday of each week. 
 

 
 
 

 
                                If you would like to watch our  

Worship Services, you can find them here: 

 

Grace Lutheran’s Facebook page  

       or 

              youtube.com  

    (Search and subscribe to Grace Lutheran Church, Mobile, AL) 
 

mailto:pastor@gracelutheranmobile.com
mailto:debbie.milling@gracelutheranmobile.com

